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Your work came with interesting titles. How do you name your work? Are they developed from

an instinct or developed through time? Can you talk about the one that interests you the

most?

To me, the titles of my works belong to a part of my creative process. Each work possesses
a nuanced approach to naming: some of them are produced in parallel with the process of painting,
some of them summarize the connotations of the images, and for those that | could not come up with

a name after finishing the work for a long time, | discuss about it with my friends. This naming
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process is the same as the cycle of creating a painting — it may take as few as several days, or it

may take up to about a year.

The title Coco’s Hair Salon originates from an incident reported on news. In the US Atlanta
Spa shooting of March 2021, there were 6 Asian women out of the 8 casualties, and one of them is
even left unidentified at the mortuary. After about 20 days, a group of strangers decided to hold a
special funeral for her. None of them knew beforehand about this woman who was now resting in a
pink urn. There is also hardly any media report on her: 44 years old, single, new to the spa, and was

known by the name Coco to the spa’s clients.

The group of strangers who held the funeral for Coco included university professors,
representatives from social organizations, and professionals from various fields. The woman in the
pink urn symbolizes a polar opposite of these individuals: she could hardly speak English, was of
rather old age, engaged in physically-demanding wok more than 10 hours a day, did not have a
green card, and had to confront the risks of robberies and sexual crimes. According to sources,
Coco’s pink urn was surrounded by flowers of light pink, hot pink, and purple colors — in juxtaposition

to her personalities which were described by her ex-colleagues as friendly and quiet.

When | was creating this painting, the image | had in my mind was a scene of hugging
between a woman and creatures similar to dogs. | wanted to create a feeling of friendship and
companionship across species, emitting what is like a halo of Saint Mary. The bodies of these
characters are warm, and their hair intertwines with one another’s, void of individuality. If this painting
has a smell to it, | hope it would be similar to the fragrancy of the blown hair in a spa after treatment.
In this moment of time, the woman and the creatures do not wish to speak. Their mouths are sealed,

leaving behind the sense of friendliness and quietude, just like Coco.

Coco, a narme frequently used in the service indusiry.
Pink, a symbol of womar.

The service industry, a kind of work many women engage in.
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This exhibition showcased two of your towel works. They both carried strong visual language.

Can you tell us what they are/who they are?

The images in these two textile paintings do not come from a specific person but are a
summary of an intention. Woman with Antennae looks like a hybrid of humans, animals and insects,
with spread legs and exposed genitals. Also like an insect that looks at the audience with
fearlessness and innocence. If we consider the side with the blue border line as the main body, then

the side with the skeleton can be seen as an x-ray of her.

In your three paintings, who are the figures in your work? Do they have relationships with

each other? What's their connection?

Running Boy with Wiggly Eyes is a little monster with red eyes, and | love how he can't stop
rushing around, like our organs. I've always been interested in the digestive system, and | think it's
like a section of my intestines, rolling, writhing and moving. They call the intestine the second brain
or even the enteric brain. Amid the constant late nights and daily life, the little monster in my belly is

constantly on the move.

A Transparency is looking at me is a unique form of life, depicting a moment of joyful dance
and the exciting joy of seeing a flower. At some memorable moments when the senses are enlarged,

and the world is new and colourful, | think this is a rare state of life.

Whether home textiles or my canvas paintings, my inspiration comes from my daily life. If |
talk about these three paintings alone, they are not directly related, but whenever | look at them, |
always feel like they are different people living in Wonderland. They are also like us in this world,
living in different realities. | often have a great sense of absurdity about living, and | draw this sense
into various strange objects and images. | am expressing the experience of living in this world very

emotionally.

How do you see the relationship between you, a female artist, and your work?

My understanding of the term “female artist” changes constantly. In the past, | believed that
a good artist does not have to emphasise on gender; neither could | comprehend what gender

identity represents. Therefore, | never used “as a female artist” as an opening phrase to refer to
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myself. However, nowadays I'm experiencing quite a nuanced stage — to put it in easier terms, | feel

proud of being a woman.

As a woman; many women always face problems revolving around gender inequality. Some
of these issues are apparent and infuriating; some other issues may look harmless superficially, but
as we investigate deeper, it is not difficult to realise the structural imbalance in the gender system —
all of which are obstacles that we would encounter in our lives. | don’'t want to evade from these
problems. In fact, | would like to not only confront them in my daily life, but also create more art that

revolves around the theme of “woman”.

As a woman; the feminine aura expressed in our creations is intrinsic. It is also of my vital
philosophy to allow feminine qualities and the female image to be defined precisely by women.
Woman’s, female’s, she can be gentle, or violent, or peculiar, or painful, or silly, or sharp-witted — she
can be anything. Through constantly innovating how woman is depicted, we can infuse different
interpretations as well as vitality into the female image, subsequently countering the stereotypes and

social norms — this is exactly the statement | carry when | create my works.
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YUCHU GAO
b. 1993, Hebei, China

"In order to digest reality, | often dream. And if | sleep
long enough, reality often overlaps with my dream.
The snake in my intestines starts dancing; tomatoes
start rotting until their bones are exposed; an
asteroid is becoming the size of half a giraffe; an
unknown woman's hair is growing thicker and
thicker; and a frog is getting enlightened before
transforming into a Buddha. It is a mixture of
sweetness, childishness, and weirdness, and so the
image also sways in response to the interactions
between the figurative and the abstract. Inspired by
the great sense of absurdity brought by daily life, all
kinds of strange creatures also manifest. | choose to
express in a very sentimental way how our body
feels living in this world."

Graduated from Wimbledon College of Arts, UK and
currently studying in Akademie der Bildenden
Kuhste Munchen, Germany, Gao Yuchu has
appeared internationally in various exhibitions,
including: “MIRROR MIRROR", Dachauerstr. 25
(Germany, 2021); “Underwhelming & Oversharing”,
Galerie der Stadt Schwaz, Schwaz (Austria, 2021);

“The Grammatical Structure of Art”, BACA Art Centre,

Nook Gallery, Beijing (China, 2021); “Winter
Exhibition”, Echo Dark Art Space, Shenzhen (China,
2020); “Sampler”, 27 contemporary painters,
Arcade Fine Art, London (UK, 2016), and more.
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