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Tang Contemporary Art presents: 
 

Treading Waves – Liu Qinghe Solo Exhibition 
 

Artist: Liu Qinghe 
Exhibition Dates: November 22 – December 28, 2019 
Location: 10/F, H Queen’s, 80 Queen’s Road Central, Central, Hong Kong  
Opening Reception: Friday, November 22, 6 – 8 pm 
*Artist will be present and available for interviews, please contact us in advance for scheduling. 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (HONG KONG – November 14, 2019): 
 
Tang Contemporary Art is proud to announce the opening 
of Liu Qinghe’s solo exhibition “Treading Waves,” 
featuring nineteen of his recent ink on paper works, on 
November 22, 2019, at the gallery’s Hong Kong space in H 
Queen’s. 
 
Liu Qinghe is an ink artist with a strong contemporary, 
experimental sensibility. He focuses on contemporary 
cities, depicting the visual experiences and psychological 
perceptions of contemporary people. In the course of his 
explorations, he dissolves traditional brush and ink modes, 
creating a unique expressive method that fits with current 
experience. With unusual sensitivity, he truthfully 
represents the existential predicaments of people in 
society, painting a spiritual view of contemporary 
humanity. 
 
Liu Qinghe maintains the lukewarm attitude to reality that 
the literati have exhibited since ancient times. He makes 
his way through life in the city in a leisurely and carefree 
way. Without adornment and without commentary, he 
naturally presents the figures’ moods in real life. In his 
painting, and particularly in his observations of the moods 
and mentalities of young people, women, and children, he 
accurately depicts the prismatic reality of contemporary 
urban life and interprets the spiritual conditions of 
contemporary people.  
 
In Liu’s ink work, the dripping and permeation of ink construct a space with personal tension, while also effectively 
playing up the emotional atmosphere. The figures appear in a dense mist of color and ink; the relationship between the 
figures and their environments create an ineffable, strange ambience. The misty, dense ink reflects the slight unease of 
contemporary people, and the seemingly casual but meticulous lines suggest the psychological relationships between 
the figures and the outside world. This ingenious formulation gives Liu’s work a more metaphysical, existential 
experience. 
 
“Treading Waves” titles after a work in the exhibition. Treading waves is the process of a carefree and positive action, 
reflecting a graceful, wise attitude. It also highlights the artist's use of water. Since 2003, this water imagery has become 
a frequent theme for the artist. Water is treated as the context to envelope isolated individuals and some groups. It is 
transparent and reflective, which sets off the existence of the figures and their subtle relationships with others. Viewing 
and perceiving water is a metaphor for real life today. This metaphor concerns the everyday, then presents more real 
textural and penetrating elements. 
 

Distilled Water, ink and wash on paper, 90 x 90 cm, 2004 
 《純淨⽔》 | 紙上⽔墨 | 90 x 90 cm | 2004 

 



10th Floor, H Queen’s, 80 Queen’s Road Central, Central, Hong Kong 
www.tangcontemporary.com 

Liu Qinghe’s unique contemporary ink is receiving more attention in a globalizing world. He uses brush and ink to create 
a direct relationship with life today and present viewers with observations and perceptions in ink, a juncture that allows 
him to re-examine his own life and culture. Liu’s work has always expressed the most authentic feelings and 
considerations of contemporary life in concrete spiritual images made by a contemporary intellectual. 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST 
 
Liu Qinghe (b.1961, Tianjin, China) graduated from the Tianjin Academy of Arts and Crafts in 1981 and later received 
graduate training from the Folk Art Department at the prestigious Central Academy of Fine Arts, Beijing. He currently 
serves as Dean and Professor of Chinese Painting Department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts.  
 
Liu Qinghe is renowned for his deeply psychological portraits of figures from everyday China. Against the backdrop of 
rapid industrialization and a modernized consumer society, Liu's ink portraits are sobering and introspective depictions 
of each subject's feeling of insecurity, confusion, isolation, or helplessness. Each image expresses the universal concerns 
of his generation, which has been forced to grapple with stark challenges of a culturally and economically transformed 
society. His figures' stoic facial expressions create a startling barrier with the viewer, while at the same time revealing a 
commonplace gaze.  
  
Liu's works are exhibited widely in China and abroad and are in the notable collections of the Museum of Fine Arts 
Boston, Royal Academy of Fine Arts Spain, National Art Museum of China, Shanghai Art Museum, and Shenzhen Art 
Museum. 
 
 
ABOUT TANG CONTEMPORARY ART  
 
Tang Contemporary Art was established in 1997 in Bangkok, later establishing galleries in Beijing and Hong Kong. The 
gallery is fully committed to producing critical projects and exhibitions to promote Chinese contemporary art regionally 
and worldwide, and encourage a dynamic exchange between Chinese artists and those abroad. Acting as one of the 
most progressive and critically driven exhibition spaces in China, the gallery strives to initiate dialogue between artists, 
curators, collectors and institutions working both locally and internationally. A roster of groundbreaking exhibitions has 
earned them international recognition, establishing their status as a pioneer of the contemporary art scene in Asia. 
  
Tang Contemporary Art represents leading figures in Chinese art including Ai Weiwei, Huang Yongping, Shen Yuan, Wang 
Du, Liu Xiaodong, Yang Jiechang, Xia Xiaowan, Sun Yuan & Peng Yu, Yan Lei, Wang Yin, Wang Yuping, Yangjiang Group, 
Guo Wei, Zheng Guogu, Lin Yilin, He An, Zhao Zhao, Wang Yuyang, Weng Fen, Yang Yong, Xu Qu, Xu Xiaoguo, Ji Zhou, 
Cai Lei, Ling Jian, Liu Yujia, Zhu Jinshi, Qin Qi, Chen Yujun, Chen Yufan and Chen Wenbo, additionally collaborating with 
international artists such as H.H.Lim, Rirkrit Tiravanija, Sakarin Krue-On, Michelangelo Pistoletto, Adel Abdessemed, 
Dinh Q.Le, Michael Zelehoski, Jennifer Wen Ma, Rodel Tapaya, Natee Utarit and Heri Dono. 

 
 

Tang Contemporary Art 
10th Floor, 80 Queen’s Road Central, Central, Hong Kong 
Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11am – 7pm 

info@tangcontemporary.com.hk | +852 2682 8289  
WeChat: tang_contemporary 

IG: tangcontemporaryart 
 

The Sixth Day, ink and wash on paper, 90 x 170 cm, 2009 
《初六》| 紙本⽔墨 | 90 x 170 cm | 2009 
 


