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Nature is a key element in your work. The plants often carried a soft and elegant gesture under

your brush. Are they life drawings or scenes in your imagination?

The idea of using plants as the key element in my work comes from the memory of my

grandparent's home, where | spent almost my whole childhood. My grandparents used to plant lots of
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cacti on the windowsill where just right beside my bed. Therefore, when | woke up every day, lying on
the bed, these cacti were the first thing | saw in the morning, and they were so huge from my
perspective, almost reaching the ceiling of the room. This scene is so haunting to me now when every
time | recall the days spent at their home. As a result, | always try to capture this feeling by exaggerating
the size of the cacti and | later expand this idea while depicting every other plant in my work. The

elegant gestural plants make them more dreamlike and dramatic, separating them from real life.

How do you look at your work? Is that an internal reflection or do you prefer to isolate yourself

from your work?

| never separate myself from my work. They are all inspired by the homes | have lived in since a
child. The sense of nostalgia was formed through the process of constant moving, separating, and
returning. | have had many homes as a kid, an immigrant, and an international student. The homes were
all temporary, meanwhile, inspiring me very much when | think of a place that | used to be familiar with
but not belong to me. | aim to capture this feeling along with the paintings and allow the viewer to be

resonant with their own experience, while providing a sense of intimacy with my work.

Your work usually invites the audience with a lens angle, are they curated on purpose, or it comes

naturally?

Yes, they are purposeful. The perspective provides an immersive experience when viewers look
at the work, letting them be protagonists of the painting while mentally experiencing the imagined space,
like playing a game to develop a new map. Moreover, one painting often combines different
perspectives, like Cubism. It makes the painting psychologically navigable and confusing to the viewer,

leading them to further question the space they are looking at.

How do you see the relationship between you, a female artist, and your work?

As the only child who grew up in a traditional Chinese family, my parents always taught me to be

obedient and well-behaved as a daughter, who should listen more and talk less. Naturally, it comes to

E K B A E K 5 O 10t Floor, H Queen’s, 80 Queen’s Road Central, Central, Hong Kong
TANG CONTEMPORARY ART www.tangcontemporary.com | IG: tangcontemporaryart




my personality. Being a female artist allows me to express myself freely, rebel against the rules and
guestion the way of looking at the world through my work of art without thinking much about how | should
behave. Therefore, the constructed space in my paintings is always ambiguous and complex to
understand and needs the viewer themselves to mentally unfold as it's never merely the depiction of real
nature. | break the rules of the traditional landscape painting by leading the viewer into a both familiar
and imagined world and leaving the interpretations open by giving limited visual clues to raise the

question about authenticity of real time and space.
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Jialin Ren finished her Bachelor of Fine Arts and
Master of Fine Arts at School of the Art Institute of
Chicago, respectively in 2016 and 2022. After
exhibiting over various locations in the US, her first
solo exhibition is opened in Beijing, China in 2022.
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She entwines these opposing sentiments by depicting HIRS| R - ROMERERERAZRNAERLE
and exaggerating the ordinary and the overlooked,

employing plants to engender familiarity and

imaginary spaces. The limited description of the space

and the distorted scale of common objects engage the

viewer psychologically, questioning the authenticity of

conventional time and space.
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