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Curatorial Statement: Recollection Pierces the Heart

| met Chen Tianzhuo at a group show at the Faurschou Foundation in August 2018. Prior to this, his work had
certainly impressed me as being rebellious and bizarre. His work, whether in painting and sculpture, or in video
and performance, is truly a visual assault from all sides.

Chen Tianzhuo was born in 1985, and he currently lives and works in Beijing. The artist grew up in a China that
was richer, more stable, and had more intercultural interaction than previous generations had experienced.
Through installations and performances emphasizing site-specificity, his work fuses multiple elements from a rich
array of religious and daily rituals. After receiving his undergraduate degree from Central Saint Martins, he
received his MFA from the Chelsea College of Arts in London. As a young artist, Chen has worked in installation,
performance, video, painting on paper, photography, and other artistic mediums, but he also creates events that
require the participation of others or viewers, such as underground parties, theater performances, or more
precisely constructed ritual sites, to realize their transformation into dreamworlds. He assimilates elements and
symbols from religion (e.g., Buddhism, Hinduism, Christianity, and shamanism), subcultures (e.g., cult followings,
drag shows, and raves), popular culture (e.g., cartoons, hip hop, and electronic music), and dance (e.g., butoh
and voguing) into his work, in the hopes that the viewer/participant will transcend the surface state of the body
and spirit through that ambience and achieve what the artist calls a “state of madness.”

“Recollection Pierces the Heart” comes from a lama that Chen met in a temple in Tibet. He bought some
amulets, and “Recollection Pierces the Heart” was the young lama’s WeChat name. Chen had started to paint
some recollections of his time in Tibet. Could there be a better title than that? Like the poor young lama with an
injured soul, anyone who has recollections has had their hearts pierced many times.

In this dispirited and isolated moment, we see Chen Tianzhuo standing on the sun, rushing, killing, moving at
lightning speed; this was the moment we woke up.

Kuang Wei
July 18, 2020
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