ALINA BIRKNER @ GLIMMER SHRINE

b.1989 | Munich, Germany

What does colour mean to you? Do you have a specific choice when you create your work?

Colour has been my main focus for a long time. | believe it affects us deeply, whether we are
consciously aware of it or not. Each time before starting a new painting, | am drawn to a specific
colour. | focus on it and see it everywhere — it is so to speak my first impulse upon beginning a new

painting. | start making small sketches, then shapes would appear alongside those colours.

I noticed that the shapes and the movement in your work resemble swirls and tadpoles. What

do they represent? How did you develop them during your practice?

For a while now | have been interested in growth forms, like the spiral that appears in a lot of
my paintings, as well as vibrations, lights, auras and deep, portal-like entry points. The shapes

develop through colours first, as if they are emerging from a less-dense plane and manifest on the
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canvas. Their meanings can be experienced but not described by words. They conjure like a

mystery that cannot be solved by logic or intellect.

How do you view your work? When you create each work, does it directly reflect your mood of

the time? Or were you trying to capture a feeling?

As moods can be fleeting, there are different overarching themes about emotions that | am
dealing with and that influences my work. Some are very personal, some have to do with human
experience in a more general way. Lately, it is a certain tenderness that | have been searching for,
so | am letting this feeling guide me through the process of painting. | hope that by the end of my

practice, these feelings can also become tangible for the viewer.

Your work came with interesting titles. How do you name your work? Are they developed from
an instinct or developed through time? Can you talk about the one that interests you the

most?

| don't really name my works, that is why they say “Untitled”. It is because | would not want
the titles to be too suggestive. Rather, | want them to be playful hints, just like the way colours and
shapes come to me naturally. | want my work to be experienced in a pure and sensual way, almost

like a form of meditation.

How do you see the relationship between you, a female artist, and your work?

| consider myself like a channel of some sort — ideas flow through me and | am incredibly
grateful for the inspiration | get to experience while painting. After a painting is finished, it is as if it

has developed a life of its own. And as life itself, my work is a continually unfolding mystery to me.
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ALINA BIRKNER
b. 1989, Munich, Germany

In her work, Alina Birkner explores the interaction of
colour and light, perception and the effects both
have on the viewer. Gradients and colors melt
together softly, creating shimmers, through which it
seems as if the colour is freed from the canvas's
materiality, developing a life of its own. Pulsating,
contracting, expanding - sometimes calming, at
other times unsettling, it challenges the observers
visual habits. Rainbows, after images, blurring -
visual phenomena like these are dealt with in her
paintings, that are created in careful application of
many layers of diluted acrylic paint, resulting in a
weightless luminosity. She often works in series,
which gives her the opportunity to explore and vary
a wider spectrum of color combinations, whilst
leaving the composition unchanged. Painting here
serves as a means of communication for questions
that cannot be answered on an intellectual level, but
can only be dealt with through conscious or
subliminal experience.

Graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts Munich,
Alina  Birkner has participated in numerous
exhibitions from around the world, including the
latest ones: "Glimmer Shrine”, Tang Contemporary
Art (Hong Kong, 2022); “Shadows”, The Stable,
(Switzerland, 2021); “This is where a line begins”,
Mindy Solomon Gallery (US, 2020); “Primordial
Synthetic”, Ambacher Contemporary (Germany,
2019); and “Spectrum”, NDC Art (Belgium, 2018).
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