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Mahuangliang

Mahuangliang is a village in Yuyang District, about thirty to forty kilometers from Yulin. It is the place |
have visited most often in northern Shaanxi.

The highway essentially runs parallel to the Great Wall. Compared to thirty years ago, the Great Wall has
become less noticeable; in many places, it simply looks like a slight swell. When you first come here, if
someone does not specifically explain it, you would not expect that this was a barrier against an enemy—
the world-famous Great Wall.

There are a few more houses scattered on both sides of the road than there were several years ago.
Some are covered with ceramic tiles and some are painted white. There are usually signs for “country
cottages” next to the houses, but they are quiet and desolate. A bit farther away from the road, you will
occasionally see massive smokestacks. Because the land is open and flat, the smokestacks seem
towering and even a bit absurd. After oil, coal, and natural gas were discovered, more cars and people
appeared. The area became noisier, breaking the quiet of former days. Overweight trucks kneaded the
asphalt road like a chef kneading a ball of dough into soft buns. Everything is covered with a layer of
soot, and any breeze fills the nostrils with black dust.

Mahuangliang lies between the desert and the loess. There are loess ridges two or three miles to the
east, with layer upon layer extending to the horizon. To the west, it adjoins the Mu Us Desert, a vast
expanse that allows you to see for miles. The village government is located on a piece of flat, open
ground, with a sparse scattering of shops and homes on either side of a street that stretches for barely
one hundred meters. Due north, a neat mountain ridge that wends its way east to west stretches across
the end of the street. The mountain ridge has been planted with trees, enveloping what was originally a
naked slope. In the sunlight, the trees appear dark, and from a distance, they seem calm and stately,
giving the entire mountain ridge a sacred air. The dilapidated Great Wall is like a line, feebly wending
its way up to the top of the mountain, where it ends with a small earthen platform, then disappears down
the back of the mountain. This is Mahuangliang, a village named for this mountain ridge.

The village of Duangiao sits to the north of Mahuangliang, and to the east of Duangiao lie Gagou,
Shuangshan, and Liujiapan. More to the northwest, we discover Yinshanjie and Heigeda, and further
north, we find Heilongtan, Wangzhuang, and Jian'anbao... It seems as if someone has scattered these
villages from the sky, and they have randomly grown in the high or low, flat or hilly loess. Originally, you
had to go around Mahuangliang to get to Duangiao, but when they built the road a few years ago, they
cut through Mahuangliang, so that you can drive straight on to Duangiao. There, about a dozen cave
dwellings face south. They were originally arranged in a neat line, but because no one lives there
anymore, the majority have fallen into disrepair and some have collapsed. Others are simply a dark
doorway. The cave dwellings are cut into the slope, the top of which is crested with a broken Great Wall.
The Great Wall undulates with the terrain, its rounded arc pulling Duangjiao Village into its embrace.

Located far from the county town, Duangiao is tranquil. In the autumn sun, the surrounding loess ridges
seem almost dreamlike.
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