Tang Contemporary Art presents:

INNER SPACE
Michael Zelehoski Solo Exhibition

Artist: Michael Zelehoski

Exhibition Dates: May 24 — June 24, 2017

Location: Tang Contemporary, 19" Floor, 18 On Lan St, Central, Hong Kong
Opening Reception: Wednesday, May 24, 2017 from 6 — 8pm

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE (HONG KONG — May 4, 2017):

Tang Contemporary is proud to present the first solo exhibition of American artist Michael Zelehoski “Inner Space” in
Hong Kong this May. Featuring eight new mixed-media works by the New York based artist, the series works to
dismantle visual processes by deconstructing the physicality of mundane objects and using industrial materials to
meticulously reassemble them in pictorial space.

“Seeing is a constructive process.”
-- Francis H. C. Crick

Visual perception, which accounts for 80% of human sensory input, is an active and selective process that is intimately
involved in thought and concept formation. Far from the passive reception of visual input, perception is an active
reconciliation of the complexity of the outer world and the inner self that beholds it. This process plays out on a
physical plane in the work of Michael Zelehoski, who manipulates actual objects to conform to his mental image of
them; in this way, facilitating and yet challenging our perception of these objects as well as our understanding of the
perceptual process itself.

We are seldom aware of the challenges and complexities of seeing. In order to perceive the world, our eyes must
navigate an increasingly crowded visual field with ever-changing depth and perspective. To distill a single object, to
really see it for what it is, turns out to be a surprisingly daunting proposition. In selecting and recontextualizing what
he finds in nature, Zelehoski makes it easier for us to do so — by deconstructing found objects and reassembling them
in pictorial space.

There is nothing unique about the humble, utilitarian objects that the artist selects. They are activated by their
reconfiguration and isolation in space. This allows us to see the subtle beauty of materials that might otherwise seem
old or decrepit, the history inscribed in their surfaces by the passage of time. At the same time, we struggle to
reconcile the reality of the object with the artificiality of its context and configuration. Our minds try in vain to
reconstruct the fragmented objects and coax them back into our physical understanding of space. Like Donald Judd
and other artists associated with Minimalism, Zelehoski activates the relationship between object and space on an
aesthetic level. But he does so — paradoxically — by depriving objects of their spatial autonomy and physical integrity.
He also avoids the standardized production commonly associated with Minimalism, in favor of a more direct and
intuitive process that derives organic stories from sometimes inorganic industrial materials. The time-worn, hand-
hewn surfaces allow beholders to find new life in the old souls of found objects.

Michael Zelehoski, insists that his work is more about physicality (or lack thereof) than a specific concept or narrative.
Objects are manifest. They don’t have to mean anything. Still, there are silent narratives at play and inevitably,
through subjective associations. As old contexts of objects are obliterated, the beauty of their objecthood is
highlighted, giving them a new order and coherence.
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The Forest Through the Trees, 2017.
Repurposed wood with phenolic plywood and
aluminum support. 249 x 221 x 114 cm.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Michael Zelehoski (b. 1979) is an American artist who lives and works in Beacon, New York. He received his Associates
of Art degree from Bard College at Simon’s Rock and a BA from the Universidad Finis Terrae, in Santiago, Chile.
Michael Zelehoski’s return to the United States after six years in South America coincided with the literal collapse of
his early sculptural work into the two-dimensional picture plane. He has exhibited nationally and internationally, with
works residing in private and public collections around the world, most notably in the Musée National d’Art - Centre
Pompidou in Paris, which acquired his 40 ft. monumental piece Open House in the Spring of 2015. The artist and his
work have been written about in The New York Times’ T Magazine, ARTnews, Hyperallergic, Design Milk, and World
Sculpture News, among many others.

Artist will be present and available for interviews, please contact us in advance for scheduling.

Tang Contemporary Art info@tangcontemporary.com.hk | +852 2682 8289
19" Floor, 18 On Lan Street, Central, Hong Kong WeChat: tang_contemporary / IG: tangcontemporaryart
Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday, 11lam — 7pm www.tangcontemporary.com

ABOUT TANG CONTEMPORARY ART

Tang Contemporary Art was established in 1997 in Bangkok, later establishing galleries in Beijing and most recently
Hong Kong. The gallery is fully committed to producing critical projects and exhibitions to promote Contemporary
Chinese art regionally and worldwide, and encourage a dynamic exchange between Chinese artists and those abroad.
Acting as one of the most progressive and critically driven exhibition spaces in China, the gallery strives to initiate
dialogue between artists, curators, collectors and institutions working both locally and internationally. A roster of
groundbreaking exhibitions has earned them international recognition, establishing their status as a pioneer of the
contemporary art scene in Asia.

Tang Contemporary Art represents leading figures in Chinese art including Ai Weiwei, Huang Yong Ping, Shen Yuan,
Wang Du, Liu Xiaodong, Yang Jiechang, Xia Xiaowan, Sun Yuan & Peng Yu, Yan Lei, Wang Yin, Wang Yuping, Yang Jiang
Group, Guo Wei, Zheng Guogu, Michael Lin, Lin Yilin, H. H. Lim, He An, Zhao Zhao, Wang Yuyang, Weng Fen, Yang
Yong, , Xu Qu, XU Xiaoguo, Ji Zhou, Cai Lei, Ling Jian and Chen Wenbo, additionally collaborating with international
artists such as Rirkrit Tiravanija, Navin Rawanchaikul, Sakarin Krue-on, and Prasert Yodkaew.
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Further Information: Previous Works
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Open House, 2012. Assemblage of 9 wooden panels from an old ice cabin 9 HE 7K &R 4B ZE. 396 x 1000 x 5 cm.
Permanent collection of Musee National d’art Moderne, Centre Pompidou, Paris.
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The Tower, 2015. Repurposed electrical tower B ZEE . Dimensions Variable.
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Edifice, 2017. Repurposed wood with phenolic plywood. 162.5 x 190.5 cm.
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